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CURRICULUM POLICY 
1            Introduction 

The curriculum is an entire planned learning experience underpinned by a broad set of 
common values and purposes. We are constantly in the process of localising our curriculum 
and developing it to meet the needs of our learners and the Fairfield community. We have 
fully implemented all aspects of the National Curriculum and have developed documents 
which helps us to both plan across the school and differentiate effectively. The Phase Teams 
review and adapt provision in all key stages and develop the Learning Challenge Curriculum 
to enhance children’s core skills and meaningful learning. Our creative and reflective 
curriculum inspires children to ask questions and develop positive attitudes to learning both 
now and for the future. We encourage our children to grow into responsible citizens and 
learn the skills and attitudes required for life in the 21st century taking into account the nine 
protected characteristics of Equality and of Equity. 

2            Overview Statement 

This policy sets out the school’s aims, principles and procedures for the delivery of the 
curriculum at Fairfield Primary School. It reflects the values and philosophy of our learning 
community and it gives a framework for staff, both teaching and non-teaching, as well as 
governors, parents/carers, members of our learning community both present and future, 
and any other interested parties. We offer a Curriculum engaged approach that is 
knowledge focused with skills and concepts being blended through all learning 
opportunities. This policy is intended to be used in conjunction with the planning formats 
(for each discrete subject where relevant and cross-curricular Learning Challenge topic 
where appropriate) that give details of what pupils in each age group will cover. It is a 
working document. 
In Mathematics we use the Singapore Mastery Approach through the ‘Maths No Problem’ 
Scheme, in Writing we use ‘Literacy Pathways’ and in English we use various resources and 
sources to deliver a high quality English Curriculum. Reading underpins all our curriculum 
and is of the highest priority for ALL pupils. 

3            The Learning Challenge Curriculum 

The Learning Challenge concept is built around the principle of greater learner involvement 
in their work resulting in a meaningful curriculum which promotes high standards.  
The Learning Challenge curriculum is an approach to structuring and delivering the 
curriculum. It is predominantly used to plan Foundation subjects although some use 
published schemes to plan and deliver content. All subjects are sequential and build content 
with coherence. Progression plans show this in all subjects. It is underpinned by a secure 
pedagogical framework which weaves together the critical elements of curriculum, teaching 
& learning and assessment. It requires teachers to actively think what their curriculum 
needs to include in order to meet the needs of their children in their context – leading to 
high standards in all areas of the curriculum.  
A series of prime learning challenges (key questions); expressed as questions form an annual 
planner to ensure that there is breadth and balance across the curriculum within Units of 
Learning. The prime learning challenge also forms the starting point for each new topic. Not 
only is it a question but it should also be an open question which links learners own 
experience to a new area of learning.  
It is important that learners are helped to think more deeply. We are developing a learner-
friendly environment where thinking skills are allowed to flourish. 

4           Principles 

We strive for consistency across the school and within year groups with agreed approaches 
using a range of teaching and learning strategies and styles which develop our core values 
(believe, enjoy, succeed, together). The values ‘Respect, Resilience, Collaboration and 
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Curiosity’ have also been added following further consultation with our school stakeholders. 
At Fairfield, we believe in personalised learning that facilitates progression, inclusion and 
high standards, together with the development of wider personal skills to allow success as 
young people and adults.  
Fairfield Primary School seeks to support its pupils by offering a curriculum that is broad, 
balanced and appropriate to the pupils’ ages, abilities and aptitudes. We value our freedom 
to make decisions relating to the curriculum, utilising the National Curriculum, Learning 
Challenge Curriculum, the professionalism of our staff and educational best practice to 
inform our decisions. We expect all staff to have expert subject knowledge and a passion for 
delivering the content in all lessons.  
Our curriculum includes various extra-curricular activities that are organised in order to 
enrich the children’s experience as well as the ‘hidden curriculum’ – what the children learn 
from the way they are treated and expected to behave. Our curriculum is all the planned 
activities that we organise in order to promote learning and that enable personal growth 
and development. We want children to grow into positive, responsible people who can 
work and co-operate with others, while at the same time developing their knowledge and 
skills in order to achieve their true potential. Accordingly, Fairfield Primary School provides 
an educational environment which is caring, friendly, well-structured, positive and 
academically challenging to each individual pupil. We follow the ‘Communication Friendly 
Spaces’ approach to all environments within and around school.  

5           Aims 

The aims of our school curriculum are :  

 To provide opportunities to develop essential skills where a real and relevant overlap 
exists. 

 To develop well sequenced curriculum coherence that is progressive.  

 To create learning Links through retrieval opportunities to use what pupils already know 
and what they will go on to learn.  

 To use pedagogical strategies and approaches that optimise metacognition 

 To teach children about safeguarding, including online, through teaching and learning 
opportunities, as part of providing a broad and balanced curriculum. This may include 
covering relevant issues through personal, social health and economic education (PSHE), 
and E-Safety through computing lessons.  

 To assess purposefully by using End of Year Expectations, observations and marking, 
Target Tracker systems including exemplars and videos to inform future learning needs, 
as assessment develops learner’s self-esteem and commitment to learning and provides 
a range of evidence to encourage learners to reflect on their own learning.  

 To provide opportunities for spiritual, moral, social, cultural, emotional, intellectual and 
physical development.  

 To be in tune with human development.  

 To understand and know about Global Goals and issues including environmental issues.  

 Personalise and differentiate learning - offering challenge and support to learners to 
make progress and achieve.  

 Create audiences for our curriculum that are relevant, purposeful and wide-ranging.  

 Involve learners pro-actively in their own learning.  

 To enable all children to learn and develop their skills to the best of their ability. 

 To promote a positive attitude towards learning, so that children enjoy coming to school 
and acquire a solid basis for lifelong learning. 

 To teach the children the basic skills of literacy, numeracy and computing. 

 To enable children to be creative and develop their own thinking. 

 To teach children about the development of the world, including how their environment 
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and society have changed over time. 

 To help children understand Britain’s cultural heritage. 

 To appreciate and value the contribution made by different groups in our multicultural 
society. 

 To enable children to be positive citizens. 

 To fulfil all the requirements of the National Curriculum. 

 To teach children to have an awareness of their own spiritual development, and to 
distinguish right from wrong. 

 To help children understand the importance of truth and fairness, so that they grow up 
committed to equal opportunities for all. 

 To enable children to have respect for themselves and high self-esteem, and to live and 
work co-operatively with others. 

6            Practices and Procedures 

Our curriculum focuses on the addressing the priorities in our School Development and 
Improvement Plan 2021/22, both within specific subjects (e.g. Reading) and in a cross-
curricular manner (e.g. wider curriculum development).  
We are developing independent learners through appropriate provision and encouraging 
problem solving and investigative strategies to support mathematical skills and concepts. 

7            Organisation and Planning 
Children are organised into mixed ability classes with approximately 30 children in each 
class. Provision is made for a range of activities and opportunities to enrich the lives of 
young people, families and the wider community- with visits, visitors, ‘wow!’ starters and 
the use of the outdoors.  
We plan our curriculum in three phases. We agree a long-term plan for each key stage. This 
indicates what topics are to be taught in each term, and to which groups of children. We 
review this long-term plan on an annual basis at the end of the Summer term.  
Through our medium-term plans we give clear guidance on the objectives and teaching 
strategies for each topic/unit of work or subject.  
Our short-term plans are those that our teachers write on a weekly or daily basis. We use 
these to set out the learning objectives for each session, and to identify what resources and 
activities we are going to use in the lesson.  
In the Early Years Foundation Stage, we adopt an inter-disciplinary topic approach to 
curriculum planning. We plan the curriculum carefully, so that there is coherent and full 
coverage of all aspects of the National Curriculum and Development Matters. We ensure 
that there is planned progression in all curriculum areas and this is based on children’s 
interests and the continual evaluation and evolvement of medium term plans. 

8            Curriculum Policy Guidance 

Planning is systematic, learning shows links where relevant and teachers understand 
expectations and high challenge through training. There is regular moderation and weekly 
year group planning opportunities for teachers.  
Fairfield Primary School plans the curriculum with reference to the National Curriculum and 
Learning Challenge Curriculum guidance. We aim to deliver a broad, balanced and 
challenging curriculum to prepare our pupils for transfer to the next key stage and life 
beyond.  
Fairfield pupils study English, Maths, Science (aided by an external Science Specialist), Art 
and Design (with support from variety of Art specialists), Citizenship, PSHE (including SEAL 
and RSE), Computing (delivered by a Computing Specialist) , Design and Technology, 
Languages (French- delivered by an MFL Specialist)), Geography, History, Music alongside 
peripatetic teachers), PE (with 2 hours of dedicated time to P.E across the school- delivered 
by a PE and Sports Teacher Specialist)). Swimming at Fairfield takes place for Year2 to Year 6 



Fairfield Primary School 
 

Inspiring Learning    Believe, Enjoy, Succeed, Together  
  

Curriculum Policy – October 2021 – V2.1 

Page 5 of 8 
 

 

groups- for all children.  SMSC underpins much of the learning and curriculum.  
All subjects are taught in mixed-ability groups with appropriate levels of differentiation and 
extension. Scaffolding ensures all pupils have equal access to all areas of the curriculum.  

9           Extension Learning Opportunities 
The school provides an enhanced curriculum to increase children’s enjoyment and 
achievement. Themed days, visiting theatre groups, visits to the theatre and events such as 
Book Week, Sports and Wellbeing Week, Healthy Living Week, Inclusions Week and 
Multicultural Week all motivate the children and make learning fun. Residentials are 
planned for Year 3 to Year 6 at various times through the year.  
At every turn, we encourage our pupils to look beyond themselves and our school. We 
believe we’re an integral part of our local community and are keen to share our resources, 
time and skills with other schools and organisations.  
Our additional extra-curricular activities include Music Club, Choir, Sports, Science, the 
residential trips for Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 and the school performances.  
We have a functioning Immersive Learning Environment to set a mood and provide a 
creative environment to engage our pupils in learning and link to our all areas of the 
Curriculum.  
Homework is provided for all children in a range of forms.  
Fairfield Primary School offers a wide and varied programme of cultural and sporting 
activities which support and extend the curriculum. 
Recovery Learning is planned clearly in addition to the class curriculum offer for children 
following the Impact of Covid19.  
 

10         The Curriculum and Inclusion 

We are involved in multi-agency work to facilitate the delivery of additional needs through 
the work of our SENCO. Fairfield Primary is an inclusive school. We accept children with 
statements in accordance with the SEN Code of Practice. We believe that all pupils deserve 
the right to a broad and balanced curriculum.  
The needs of children with English as an additional language are carefully considered. 
Support is provided appropriately to assist each child’s individual needs. Our Quiet Room is 
a place of tranquillity and calm.  
In terms of Communication Friendly Spaces, we believe that good universal provision starts 
with adjusting the environment to reduce or remove barriers to enable all learners to 
develop their social, emotional and learning potential. Consideration is also given to: the 
way in which adults interact with and communicate with children; the physical 
environment; visual support; and careful planning.  
Additional provision is made for our higher attaining learners through differentiated 
activities in class, individual targets in their area of ability and through extension and 
enrichment opportunities within and beyond the classroom setting.  
The curriculum is designed to be accessed by all children who attend the school. If we think 
it necessary to modify some children’s access to the curriculum, in order to meet their 
needs, then we do this only after their parents have been consulted.  
If children have special needs, our school does all it can to meet the individual’s needs, and 
we comply with the requirements set out in the SEN Code of Practice. If a child displays 
signs of having specific needs, then his/her teacher makes an assessment of this need in 
consultation with the SENCO. If a child’s need is severe, we involve the appropriate external 
agencies in making an assessment. We always provide additional resources and support for 
children with special needs where possible.  
The school provides an Individual Educational Plan (IEP) for each of the children who require 
additional support. This sets out the nature of the special need, and outlines how the school 
will aim to address it. The IEP also sets out targets for improvement, so that we can review 
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and monitor the progress of each child at regular intervals. 
 
 

11          The Early Years Foundation Stage 

Children learn basic skills through play activities which are carefully planned to include the 
prime and specific areas of learning through a curriculum engaged environment. PSE is the 
basis and underpins all learning within EYFS. Commination and Language is an absolute 
priority through all area within provision.  
Prime Areas: Personal, Social and Emotional Development; Communication and Language; 
Physical Development.  
Specific Areas: Literacy; Maths; Understanding of the World; Expressive Art and Design.  
In the Early Years, teachers build on children’s previous experiences and ensure that 
everyone feels included, secure and valued.  
The aim of the EYFS curriculum is to ensure equal access to the Early Years Foundation Stage 
learning objectives whilst also taking account of previous learning experiences and 
individual rates of development.  
The curriculum that we teach in our Reception classes meets the requirements set out in 
the Early Years Foundation Stage. Our curriculum planning focuses on the Development 
Matters as set out in these documents, and on developing children’s skills and experiences. 
Our school fully supports the principle that young children learn through play, and by 
engaging in well-planned and structured activities.  
Independence and cooperation are essential which is enabled through our effectively 
planned provision weekly.  
Pupils are assessed using the Reception NFER Baseline in September to provide starting 
points, observations and assessments are shared with parents using Tapestry and children’s 
learning is assessed using Sarah Quinns ‘I can’ statements.  
We are well aware that all children need the support of both the parents/carers and the 
teachers to make good progress in school. We strive to build positive links with the parents 
of each child, by keeping them informed about how the children are being taught, and how 
well each child is progressing. 
 

12         The Role of the Subject Leader 

Each subject leader checks each year group’s Long Term plan against the National 
Curriculum for coverage in their subject area. If there are gaps, the relevant year group’s 
teacher plus the Curriculum Manager are informed to ensure comprehensive coverage.  
Year group Curriculum Maps are in place and amended and updated as required. Subject 
Curriculum Maps are to be created by Subject Leads in collaboration and consultation with 
all year groups.  
 
The role of the Subject Co-ordinator is to:  
• Provide a strategic lead and direction for the subject;  
• Support and advise colleagues on issues related to the subject;  
• Monitor pupils’ progress in that subject area;  
• Provide efficient resource management for the subject.  
• Have an awareness of the schemes of work from EYFS to KS2  
• Report to the Head teacher and Governors on the strengths and areas for development of 
the subject and the strategies for improvement regularly throughout the academic year.  
 
It is the role of each Subject Leader to keep up to date with developments in their subject, 
at both national and local level. They review the way the subject is taught in the school, and 
plan for improvement. This development planning links to whole-school objectives. Each 



Fairfield Primary School 
 

Inspiring Learning    Believe, Enjoy, Succeed, Together  
  

Curriculum Policy – October 2021 – V2.1 

Page 7 of 8 
 

 

Subject Leader reviews the curriculum plans for the subject and sees that progression is 
planned into schemes of work. 
 

13          Monitoring and Review 

Assessment is carried out across the school. Children are assessed against EYFS 
Development Matters using Sarah Quinn’s I can statements in Reception and through term 
assessments during Key Stage 1 and 2. Teacher assessment is carried out on an ongoing 
basis using the Target Tracker assessment programme and other relevant assessment and 
observation toolkits. NFER tests are used each term in Reading, Maths and SPAG to support 
judgments. Statutory assessments are carried out in line with the STA.  
We will review how well resources are matched to learning needs – in terms of use of time, 
space and money.  
The Class Teachers and the Subject Specialist Teachers are responsible for the day-to-day 
organisation of the curriculum. They monitor the weekly lesson plans, ensuring that all 
classes are taught the full requirements of the agreed schemes of work, and that all lessons 
have appropriate learning objectives.  
Subject Leaders and Fairfield SLT monitor the way the subjects are delivered throughout the 
school through lesson observations, book monitoring and learning walks. They examine 
long-term and medium-term planning, and ensure that appropriate teaching strategies are 
used. Subject Leaders also have responsibility for monitoring the way in which resources are 
stored and managed.  
 
This policy is monitored by Fairfield SLT and will be reviewed every year by staff and 
governors. 
 

Review Statement: 
 
This policy is brought to the attention of staff, pupils and parents in the Autumn term each year and 
is formerly reviewed, along with the principles that underpin it, generally every two years. The 
policy is monitored less formally via staff meetings. 
 

Signed Chair of Governors: 
 

 
 

Signed Head teacher: 
 

 

Mrs V A Pierce  

Date: 
 

1st Nov 2021  
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